
COURSE AGENDA 

Module 1: Saturday 25 September 2021, 10:30am-12:30pm 

Intention of Parliament when introducing the British Nationality Act 1981 in relation to 
children.  

This module will cover the background to the British Nationality Act 1981 concerning 
British citizenship, particularly as this applies to the rights of children to that citizenship. It 
will also briefly touch on the meaning of ‘settled’ for the purpose of this Act. 

Module 2: Saturday 16 October 2021, 10:30am-1:00pm 

General children citizenship matters and registration by entitlement: Application process, 
evidence and remedy.  

This module will cover British nationality law and policy concerning the registration of 
children as British citizens by entitlement, including discussion of the Home Office fee for 
applications. Basic knowledge of law, policy and practice in this area will be assumed. 

Module 3: Saturday 20 November 2021,10:30am-1:00pm 

General children citizenship matters and registration by discretion: Application process, 
evidence and remedy.  

This module will cover British nationality law and policy concerning the registration of 
children as British citizens at the discretion of SSHD under section 3(1) of the British 
Nationality Act 1981. It will particularly focus on children in care and children brought to 
the UK at a young age. Basic knowledge of law, policy and practice in this area will be 
assumed. 

Module 4: Saturday 11 December 2021, 10:30am-1:00pm 

Good character requirement in children’s citizenship claims: Application process, 
evidence and remedy.  

This module will cover British nationality law and policy concerning the application of the 
good character statutory requirement for children and young adults to be registered as 
British citizens (including children and young persons in care).  
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Children's British Citizenship Rights  
Four Course Modules for Legal Practitioners 

COURSE MODULE 2 
Module 2: Saturday 16 October 2021, 10:30am-1:00pm 

General children citizenship matters and registration by entitlement: Application process 
and remedy.  

This module will cover British nationality law and policy concerning the registration of 
children as British citizens by entitlement, including discussion of the Home Office fee for 
applications. Basic knowledge of law, policy and practice in this area will be assumed. 

Speakers:  Steve Valdez-Symonds (programme director, Amnesty UK), Solange Valdez-
Symonds (PRCBC solicitor and CEO) 

Zoom Meeting details: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4275943365?pwd=UjFHTjRiZndQRlc3UEZSVVZFRjVFdz0
9 
Meeting ID: 427 594 3365 
Passcode: 2021 

All participants must have their video on at all times during all four sessions 
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Course Module 2 Notes 

 British Citizenship by Entitlement 
16 October, 2-4:30pm 

What are main legal sources when advising and representing on British citizenship 
matters? 

Legislation (see reference material pack provided with these notes) 
1. British Nationality Act 1981 (pages 1-219)
2. British Nationality (General) Regulations 2003, SI 2003/548 (pages 220-328)

British Nationality (Proof of Paternity) Regulations 2006, SI 2006/1496 (pages 329-
335)

3. Immigration and Nationality (Fees) Order 2016, SI 2016/177 (pages 336-347)
4. Immigration and Nationality (Fees) Regulations 2018, SI 2018/330 (pages 348-359)

Relevant caselaw 
5. PRCBC, O & A v SSHD [2019] EWHC 3536 (Admin) (citizenship fee)

https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2019/3536.html

6. PRCBC & O v SSHD, [2021] EWCA Civ 193 Court of Appeal (citizenship fee)
https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWCA/Civ/2021/193.html

7. FI v SSHD [2014] EWHC 2287 (Admin) (section 55 best interests)
https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2014/2287.html

8. MK v SSHD [2017] EWHC 1365 (Admin) (children born in the UK and stateless)
https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2017/1365.html

9. Johnson v SSHD [2016] UKSC 56 (discrimination, illegitimacy, and good character)
https://www.supremecourt.uk/cases/docs/uksc-2016-0042-judgment.pdf

10. Y (Children in Care: Change of Nationality) [2020] EWCA Civ 1038

Other relevant sources 
11. UKVI Nationality Guidance

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/requirements-and-considerations-
common-to-all-types-of-british-nationality-nationality-guidance

12. Archived Nationality Instructions Volumes 1 and 21

1 https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20160811041412/https://www.gov.uk/topic/immigration-operational-
guidance/nationality-instructions 
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Before an application to register a child as a British citizen is considered, it is important to 
establish whether the child might already be a British citizen (e.g., by birth).  
 
When is a person automatically a British citizen?   
 
The following are examples of when a child is already a British citizen:  
 

1. A child born in the UK to a British or settled mother or father 2; 
 
** Meaning of “father” if child born before 1/7/2006 out of wedlock** 
 
** Meaning of father if mother married to another man at the time of child’s 
birth** 
 
** Meaning of ‘settled’ 3 (see pages 18-21 of Module 1 notes, dated 25 
September 2021 and end of these notes for some further changes) 
 

 
2. A child born in the UK on or after 13 January 2010 if at the time of the birth father 

or mother is a member of the armed forces 4; 
 
** Definition of armed forces 5 ** 
 
** Definition of “father” if mother married to another man** 
 

 
3. A new-born infant found abandoned in the UK is treated as born in the UK and born 

to a British parent unless it can be disproved6; 
 

4. A child adopted by way of a UK court order or under a Convention adoption and 
where one or both the adoptees are British citizens and both adoptees are habitually 
resident in the UK7 will be a British citizen from the date of the adoption; 
 

5. From 6/4/2010, a child who is subject to a parental order8 made by a UK court 
following a surrogacy arrangement becomes a British citizen from the date of the 
order if either of the persons making the order is a British citizen9 
 
 

 
 
 
2 s1 (1) BNA 1981 
3 S50(1) BNA 1981 for meaning of settled 
4  s1A,  
5 s50(1) for meaning of armed forces 
6  s1 (2) 
7 s1 (5A), see s50(1) for meaning of Convention adoption  
8 For guidance on parental order:  
https://www.gov.uk/legal-rights-when-using-surrogates-and-donors/become-the-childs-legal-parent 
9 s1 (5) 
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6. A child born outside the UK is a British citizen if at the time of birth, the mother or 
father is a British citizen so long as that parent’s British citizenship is otherwise than 
by descent10. 

 
** Definition of “father” before 1/7/2006 ** 
** Definition of “father” if child born before 1/7/2006 out of wedlock** 

 ** Definition of descent is provided under section 14 BNA 1981 ** 
 
 
 
ENTITLEMENT 
 
When does a person have a right to apply to register as a British citizen by 
entitlement? 
 
Some children have an entitlement to apply to register as British citizens. This means that 
where a child meets certain criteria under the British Nationality Act 1981, on a valid 
application to register, other than where the child does not meet the good character 
requirement11, the child must be registered and there is normally no discretion for the 
Home Office to refuse registration.  
 
The following are some of the ways that children may have an entitlement to apply 
to register: 
 

1. A child born in the UK whose father and/or mother is later granted settled status 
or is naturalised/registered as a British citizen;12 
 

2. A person born in the UK who (a) is and has always been stateless; (b) has lived for 
5 continuous years in the UK up to the point at which an application to register is 
made; and (c) is under 22 years of age.  

 
A person is considered stateless because s/he is “not considered as a national by 
any State under the operation of its law” (1954 Statelessness Convention). The 
ability to acquire a nationality is irrelevant for these purposes. 13 

 
3. A child (or adult) who was born in the UK and has remained here for his/her first 

ten years without an absence of more than 90 days 14 15 in any one of those ten 
years is entitled to be registered as a British citizen. 

 
In relation to section 1(4) registration by entitlement, section 50(10) applies for 
calculating a period of absence. There is a discretion under section 1(7) of the Act 
to allow absences of more than 90 days in any one or more of the first 10 years of 
the person’s life in special circumstances.  

 

 
10  s2. See s14 for meaning of “descent”  
11 s41A BNA 1981 
12 1(3) 
13 This definition of statelessness and its application has been considered by the High Court in R (MK – a child by her 
litigation friend CAE) v Secretary of State for the Home Department [2017] EWHC 1365 (Admin), par 35 
14 s1(4)  
15 Section 1(7). See also UKVI Nationality Guidance: Registration as British Citizen: children, volume 7.0, 9/8/2021 
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The Home Office Nationality Guidance for children describes how this will be 
assessed. This states as follows 16: 

 
“The number of days absent from the UK in any one of the years does not 
exceed 180 days and the total number of days over the 10-year period does 
not exceed 990 days  
• the number of days absent exceeds 180 or 990 respectively but was 

due to circumstances beyond the family’s control, such as a serious 
illness  

You must not waive excess absences over 180 days in a single year or 990 
days in the 10-year period where:  
• the applicant was unaware of the requirements  
• the parents’ absences with the child were entirely voluntary” 

 
4. A child born in the UK on or after 13 January 2010 and one of his parents becomes 

a member of the armed forces. 
 

5. A child born outside the UK to a British citizen ‘by descent’ can be registered 
on grounds of the British parent’s residence in UK for three years or more prior 
to the child’s birth (s3(2)) or on grounds of the British parent and child’s 
residence in UK for three years or more following the child’s birth (s3(5)).  

 
Registration under s3(2) gives British citizenship ‘by descent’ only, while registration 
under s3(5) gives British citizenship ‘otherwise than by descent’.  
 

6. An illegitimate child/adult born before 1 July 2006 can register by entitlement if 
the person would have been a British citizen (or would be permitted to register by 
entitlement) if she, he, or they had not been born out of wedlock. Section 65 of the 
Immigration Act 2014 came into force on 6 April 2015. This section inserted sections 
4(E)-(4J) into the British Nationality Act 1981.  

 
Except for section 4F, there is no longer a good character requirement for 
registration applications being made under these provisions. 

 
 
The British Nationality (General) Regulations 2003 17 
 
It cannot be emphasised enough that practitioners need to be conversant with these 
regulations as they prescribe the application requirements in nationality applications, such 
as:  
 

1. Manner of application for registration and naturalisation applications 
2. Biometric requirement and procedure; and consequences of not submitting to 

biometrics  
3. Citizenship oath and ceremony arrangements, conduct including exemption 
4. Notice of deprivation of citizenship  
5. Cancellation of citizenship etc 

 
16 See pages 10 of UKVI Nationality Guidance on Children  
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1009695/registration
-as-a-british-citizen-children-v7.0ext.pdf 
 
17 SI/2003/548. These statutory provisions are made under s41 (1) and (3) of BNA 1981 
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Application, fee, and other registration matters 
 
Paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 of the General Regulations confirms that an application shall 
be made in writing and must include name, address, date, and place of birth of the 
applicant.  
Paragraph 2 confirms that the application must contain a declaration that the particulars 
stated therein are true.  
 
Prescribed application forms in registration and naturalisation are therefore not mandatory. 
It is also not mandatory to submit an online application. However, it is advisable whether 
online or postal for Home Office applications form to be used18. This should ensure that all 
necessary information, as required by the Regulations19 is provided to the Home Office and 
should avoid delay and reduce the risk of any refusal or decision to treat the application as 
invalid.  
 
Form MN120 for registration applications made under s1(3), s1(3A), s3(1), s3(2), s3(5) and 
s4F 
 
Form T21 for registration applications made under s1(4)  
 
UKF for registration applications made under s4G 
 
UKM for registration applications made under s4C 
 
UKF (M) for registration by discretion where child born on or after 1/7/2006 and the mother 
was married to another man other than the natural father  
 
Form S3 For registration of a child/adult born in the UK and is stateless 
 
 
Application registration fee 
 
The current prescribed application registration fee is £1,012 for each child22 and 
£1,206 (this includes £80 citizenship ceremony fee) for registration of adults. There is also 
an £80 citizenship ceremony fee for those children who have turned 18 when the decision 
is made.  
 
Save for exception/waiver below, there is currently no fee waiver or reduction on a 
registration application fee for those children who cannot afford to pay this very high fee – 
not even for the many such children who have a right to register by entitlement.  There is 
also no fee exemption for children in care. According to the Home Office transparency data, 
it costs £372 to process a child’s registration application. This means the Home Office 
makes a profit of £640 on a child’s entitlement to register. 

 
18 UKVI nationality applications forms:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/citizenship-application-forms 
19 Schedule 1, Part 1, par 1-4, British Nationality Regulations 2003 SI/2003/5488 
20 https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/uk-visa-forms#citizenship 
21 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/application-to-register-child-under-18-as-british-citizen-form-mn1 
22 Table 19-20, Schedule 8, Regulation 10 of The Immigration and Nationality (Fees) Regulations 2018 (as amended 
in 2019) 

7



 
 

 
Applications made under sections 4C and 4G (also 4H and 4I) are exempt from the fee – 
see the meaning of “application for registration as a British citizen under the 1981 Act” 
given in paragraph 1 of Schedule 8 to the Immigration and Nationality (Fees) Regulations 
2018, SI 2018/330 (as amended). 
 
There is also a fee waiver23 for applications made by children, who but for their mothers 
being married to another man, the child would be British because their ‘natural’ father was 
British or settled at the time of the birth.  
 
The fee as it applies to children has been considered by the High Court24, Court of Appeal25 
and, at time of writing, is awaiting judgment by the Supreme Court. For an update on this 
litigation see our FAQ6 at this link: 
https://prcbc.files.wordpress.com/2021/07/faq6prcbcrevised30may2021.pdf   
 
 
Consent of parents/guardian 
 
For registration by entitlement under section 1(3), 1(3A) and 1(4), 3(2), the absence of a 
parental consent is not mandatory and therefore not a reason to refuse to register a child. 
However, it’s Home Office practice to gain consent from those with parental responsibility. 
It is therefore good practice to address matters of consent at the time of the initial 
application.  
 
Section 3(1) registration by discretion applications also do not require the consent of the 
parent(s). The same Home Office practice as mentioned above will apply.  
 
Save for certain prescribed exceptions26, section 3(5) registration application by entitlement 
requires parental consent. 27 Similar provisions apply to registration applications made 
under sections 4G and 4F.  
 
Biometrics  
 
Section 41(1)(bza) of the BNA 1981 requires an applicant to submit to biometrics in 
registration and naturalisation applications28.  There is a Home Office biometrics standard 
fee of £19.20 for a person to submit biometrics data.  The biometrics service is run by Sopra 
Steria. There are limited appointment slots available for those paying the standard 
biometrics fee. The appointment slot is booked online.  
 
There is no waiver/exemption for this fee.    
 
Citizenship ceremony (oath and pledge) 
 
Section 42 BNA 1981 requires a person of full age (i.e., 18 and over) to attend a citizenship 
ceremony before being registered or naturalised as a British citizen. The ceremony must 

 
23 Paragraph 6, Schedule 8(6) if the Immigration and Nationality (Fees) Regulations 2018 
24 PRCBC & Ors [2019] EWCA Civ 3536 (Admin) 
25 PRCBC, O & A v SSHD, [2021] EWCA Civ 193 Court of Appeal (citizenship fee) 
https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWCA/Civ/2021/193.html 
26 s3(6) 
27 s3(5) (c) 
28 See Part 7A-I of the British Nationality (General) Regulations 2003 for procedure  
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be attended within three months of the notice being given. 29The SSHD can under special 
circumstances waive or modify this requirement. 30 
 
What if an application to register a child is refused by the Home Office?  
 
The registration application fee is not reimbursed if the application fails or is refused. 
However, if the application is treated as invalid, save for a Home Office administrative 
charge of £25, the rest of the fee will be reimbursed. 31 
 
Internal review 
It is possible to request a review of a decision to refuse to register a child as British. The 
Home Office would normally expect that a review request is made by completing Form 
NR.32 There is a £372 fee for this review process. The £372 is refundable if the decision is 
reversed in the applicant’s favour33. There is no specified time by which to submit a request 
for a review.34 However, this should be done as soon as reasonably possible.   
 
Judicial review 
After a negative decision of an initial decision and, after any review, the Home Office 
maintains its decision to refuse, the only remedy left is an application for judicial review to 
the High Court.  
 
Before a judicial review application is issued, the Home Office must be put on notice of the 
applicant’s intention to issue proceedings and must be given reasonable time by which to 
consider this.35 This is done by way of a pre-action letter.36 The Home Office will normally 
reply within 14 days of being served with a pre-action letter. If the Home Office don’t reply 
or if they were to maintain the decision, a judicial review application must be issued as soon 
as reasonably possible and certainly within three months from the date of the decision.  
 
Legal Aid: 
Other than controlled work being available for separated children37, citizenship applications 
are not in scope for legal aid. However, in PRCBC’s experience, ECF is often granted by 
the LAA in good character and other complex cases.  

Legal aid is also available for pre-action work under controlled work and judicial review 
applications under licensed work.38 

 
Dual nationality when becoming a British citizen 
 

 
29 Regulation 6, British Nationality (General) Regulations 2003 
30 S42(6) BNA 1981 
31 Page 5 of UKVI Refunds policy guidance 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/986386/Refunds-
policy-v5.0-ext.pdf 
32 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/application-for-review-when-british-citizenship-is-refused-form-nr 
33 Page 9 of UKVI refunds policy guidance 
34 http://www.ilpa.org.uk/resource/31256/customer-service-operations-uk-visas-and-immigration-to-ealing-law-centre-
of-6-august-2015-re-freedo 
35 https://www.justice.gov.uk/courts/procedure-rules/civil/protocol/prot_jrv 
36 14 days is normally a reasonable period for this type of applications 
37 LASPO Schedule 1, Part 1, par 31A. These cases are remunerated at hourly rates (par 8.84 (n) of the Immigration 
Specification) 
38 Paragraph 19, schedule 1, Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 
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A child does not need to give up his/her present citizenship or nationality to become a 
British citizen.39 
 
However, some countries do not allow their citizens to hold another nationality (dual 
nationality). If a child becomes a British citizen and s/he is a national of a country which 
does not allow dual nationality, the authorities of that country may either regard the child 
as having lost that nationality or may refuse to recognise the child’s new nationality.  
 
It's very important for the client and carer to be made aware of this. The client and carer 
should check with the authorities of the country of which the child is a citizen before a child 
applies to register as a British citizen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
39 See Gov UK website:  https://www.gov.uk/dual-citizenship 
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B. Application of section 10A of the British Nationality Act 1981 
 

1. Section 10A was inserted into the Act by regulation 2(3) of the British Nationality 
Act 1981 (Immigration Rules Appendix EU) (Amendment) Regulations 2021, SI 
2021/743. The new section provides for automatic acquisition of British citizenship 
by certain children born to a parent who acquires settled status under the EU 
Settlement Scheme (“the scheme”) on or after 1 July 2021.  
 

2. Where section 10A applies, the child will be made a British citizen on the parent 
being granted settled status under the scheme. 
 

3. The section only applies to children born in the UK on or after 1 July 2021, who are 
not British citizens at their birth: see section 10A(1). 
 

4. For the section to apply, three further conditions must be met: 
 

a. the parent must be granted settled status under the scheme on or after 1 
July 2021: see section 10A(3); 
 

b. the grant of settled status must either be on an application under the 
scheme made by the parent before that date; or the parent must have been 
eligible for that status under the scheme before that date: see section 
10A(4)(a) and (b) respectively; and 

 
c. the parent must be ordinarily resident in the UK on the date the parent is 

granted settled status: see section 10A(5). 
 

5. The purpose of the provision is to protect the rights to British citizenship of children 
born in the UK after 30 June 2021 to parents who would have been settled under 
the scheme before that date had the scheme achieved its original aim of securing 
the status of all EEA/Swiss nationals and family members in the UK by that date. 

 
 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-06-09/hl959 
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CHECKLIST – Section 1(3) 

(registration of children born in the UK and a parent is now settled or British) 
 

PRCBC, October 2021 
 

 

PROJECT FOR THE REGISTRATION OF CHILDREN AS BRITISH CITIZENS (PRCBC)  

Suggested required documents and information in respect of the child  

A) Documents: 
  

 

MN11 Home Office registration form (please write full name, date of birth 
on current passport sized photo2  and attach to the form and arrange for 
two referees3 to fully complete Section 5 of MN1 form) 

 

Original full UK birth certificate4   

Current UK biometrics residence permit (BRP) (if applicable)   
Parent(s) ILR (settled) status document/British passport or certificate of 
naturalisation/registration as a British citizen  

 

Other:  
Home Office registration fee of £1,012 + £19.20 biometrics data fee and 
completed UKVI payment form5 

 

 
1 UKVI weblink to download current version of form: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/application-to-register-child-under-18-as-british-citizen-
form-mn1 
2 See passport photo guidance: 
https://www.gov.uk/photos-for-passports 
3 Extracts of guidance for referees: Section 5: Referees and Identity 
One referee should be a professional who has engaged with the child in a professional capacity, such 
as a teacher, health visitor, social worker or minister of religion. The other referee must normally be the 
holder of a British citizen passport and either a professional person or over the age of 25. Each referee 
should know the child personally and should be: • not related to the child • not related to the other 
referee • not acting as a solicitor or agent in connection with this application • not employed by the 
Home Office We will not accept a referee who has been convicted of an imprisonable offence 
4 You can order a copy of your birth certificate online or by visiting the Register Office where you were 
born: https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/default.asp 
5 See payment form and fee:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fees-for-citizenship-applications 
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CHECKLIST – Section 1(3) 

(registration of children born in the UK and a parent is now settled or British) 
 

PRCBC, October 2021 
 

If child is aged 10 or over, documentary evidence where the child may have 
been given a police caution or committed a criminal offence (court order, 
sentencing remarks, PNC etc.)6 

 

  

B) Information required by PRCBC   

Full contact details of any professionals involved (School, GP, Hospital, 
Social Worker) 

 

Home Office Reference number of Child and parent or guardian (if 
applicable)  

 

Parent(s) full name and current address if child is not living with parents   

 

C) List of important dates  

Dates and addresses of where child has lived in the last 5 years   

 
 

 
6 If child has committed a criminal offence, please see good character checklist for further evidence 
that may be required 
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CHECKLIST Section 1(4) registration applications 

(registration of persons born in the UK who lived their first 10 years in the UK from birth) 
 

PRCBC, revised October 2021 
 

 

PROJECT FOR THE REGISTRATION OF CHILDREN AS BRITISH CITIZENS (PRCBC)  

Suggested required Documents and information in respect of child or adult  

A) Documents: 
 

 

Home Office Registration Form “T”1 (please write name and date of birth 
on the back of current passport-sized photo2, attach to the form and 
arrange for two referees to complete the relevant section of the form3) 

 

Original UK full birth certificate4   
Current biometrics card (if available)   
Proof of first 10 years continuous residence in the UK since birth (such as 
original baby book, letters from nursery, schools, medical records, etc. 
confirming dates of attendance) 
** All letters must be signed and dated and on letterhead paper**     

 

Home Office registration fee of £1,012 + £19.20 biometrics fee (£1,206 
+ £19.20 biometrics if 18 or over) with fully completed Home Office 
payment form5 

 

Documentary evidence where the child or adult may have been given a 
police caution or committed a criminal offence (court order, sentencing 
remarks, PNC  etc.)6 

 

  

 
1 UKVI weblink to download current version of form: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/application-to-register-as-british-citizen-form-t 
2 See passport photo guidance: 
https://www.gov.uk/photos-for-passports 
3 Extracts of guidance for referees: Section 5: Referees and Identity 
One referee should be a professional who has engaged with the child in a professional capacity, such 
as a teacher, health visitor, social worker or minister of religion. The other referee must normally be 
the holder of a British citizen passport and either a professional person or over the age of 25. Each 
referee should know the child personally and should be: • not related to the child • not related to the 
other referee • not acting as a solicitor or agent in connection with this application • not employed by 
the Home Office We will not accept a referee who has been convicted of an imprisonable offence 
4 You can order a copy of your birth certificate online or by visiting the Register Office where you were 
born: https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/default.asp 
5 See payment form and fee https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fees-for-citizenship-
applications 
6 If child has committed a criminal offence, please see additional ‘good character’ checklist for further 
evidence that may be required 
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CHECKLIST Section 1(4) registration applications 

(registration of persons born in the UK who lived their first 10 years in the UK from birth) 
 

PRCBC, revised October 2021 
 

B) Information to provide to PRCBC  

Full contact details of professionals involved (School, GP, Hospital, 
Social Worker) 

 

Home Office Reference number of child and parent/carer  
Parent(s) full name and current address if child not living with parents   
If child/adult was absent from the UK for more than 90 days in each year 
of his/her first 10 years of birth, please provide detailed reasons for this 
(including provide all formal documents supporting reasons for absence). 
A detailed statement may also be required.  

 

 

C) List of important dates  

Dates of all child’s absences from the UK   

Dates and addresses of where child has lived in the last 5 years   

Dates and details of child’s attendance at all nursery and schools in the 
UK 
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CHECKLIST (sch 2, par 3 BNA 1981) 

(registration of stateless children and young persons born in the UK who are under 
22 and have completed five years living in the UK) 

 
 

PRCBC, October 2021 
 

PROJECT FOR THE REGISTRATION OF CHILDREN AS BRITISH CITIZENS  

Suggested documents and information required in respect of a child young 
adult to bring to PRCBC appointment 

 
A) Documents: 

 

 

Home Office registration Form “S3”1 (please write name and date of birth 
on the back of current passport-sized photo2, attach to relevant page of 
form and arrange for two referees to fully complete relevant section of the 
form)3 

 

Original UK full birth certificate4   
Current UKVI biometric residence permit (BRP) card (if applicable)  
Proof of five years continuous residence in the UK at any time since birth, 
for example, original baby book, original signed and dated confirmation 
letters from nursery, schools, GP, etc. confirming dates of attendance.  
It may also be necessary to take a statement from parent(s)     

 

Formal documentary evidence of each parent’s nationalities (i.e. birth 
certificates, passports/national identity card etc.)  

 

Evidence that the child has been stateless from birth at the time of 
submitting the registration request (i.e. a letter from the authorities of the 
country concerned, confirming that the child does not hold the nationality 
of each parent’s nationalities or in some cases an expert’s report) 

 

 
1 UKVI weblink to download current version of form: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/application-to-register-for-british-citizenship-form-s3  
2 See passport photo guidance: 
https://www.gov.uk/photos-for-passports 
3 Extracts of guidance for referees: Section 5: Referees and Identity 
One referee should be a professional who has engaged with the child in a professional capacity, such 
as a teacher, health visitor, social worker or minister of religion. The other referee must normally be 
the holder of a British citizen passport and either a professional person or over the age of 25. Each 
referee should know the child personally and should be: • not related to the child • not related to the 
other referee • not acting as a solicitor or agent in connection with this application • not employed by 
the Home Office We will not accept a referee who has been convicted of an imprisonable offence 
3 You can order a copy of your birth certificate online or by visiting the Register Office where you were 
born: https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/default.asp 
4 You can order a copy of your birth certificate online or by visiting the Register Office where you were 
born: https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/default.asp 
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CHECKLIST (sch 2, par 3 BNA 1981) 

(registration of stateless children and young persons born in the UK who are under 
22 and have completed five years living in the UK) 

 
 

PRCBC, October 2021 
 

Fee of £1,012 + £19.20 biometrics fee (£1,206 + £19.20 biometrics fee 
if 18 or over) with completed payment form5 

 

  

B) Information to bring to appointment with the PRCBC 
adviser 

 

Full contact details of any professionals involved with the child/adult, for 
example, school, GP, hospital, social worker 

 

Home Office reference number(s) of child and parent or guardian, if any  
Parent(s)’ full name(s) and current address(es) if child/adult not living with 
parents 

 

 

C) List of important dates  

Dates of all child/adult’s absences from the UK and reasons for absence, 
including details of the document used for travel 

 

Dates and addresses of where child/adult has lived in the last five years   

 

 
5 See payment form and fee at  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fees-for-citizenship-applications 
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CHECKLIST Section 4G 
(registration of child/adult born out of wedlock to British fathers before 1/7/2006) 

 

PRCBC, revised October 2021 
 

 

PROJECT FOR THE REGISTRATION OF CHILDREN AS BRITISH CITIZENS (PRCBC)  

 

Suggested required Documents and information that may be required in 
respect of the child/adult  

 
A) Documents: 
 

 

Home Office Registration Form “UKF”1 (write full name and date of birth to 
back of current passport-sized photo2, attach to the form and arrange two 
referees to fully complete referee section of the form)3 

 

Original current biometrics card (if applicable)  
Original full birth certificate4   
Proof of paternity (if birth certificate, father’s name will have to be on the 
birth certificate and there may also be a need to include other evidence of 
paternity)  

 

Original or certified copy of father’s British citizenship document which 
confirms he was British (or had ILR) at the time of the child/adult’s birth 

 

There is no Home Office registration fee.  
* If young person is 18 or if decision to register is made after person turns 
18, there is a ceremony fee of £80. Home Office payment form should be 
completed with payment details 5 

 

 
1 UKVI weblink to download current version of form: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/form-ukf-guidance 
2 See passport photo guidance: 
https://www.gov.uk/photos-for-passports 
3 Extracts of guidance for referees: Section 5: Referees and Identity 
One referee should be a professional who has engaged with the child in a professional capacity, such 
as a teacher, health visitor, social worker or minister of religion. The other referee must normally be 
the holder of a British citizen passport and either a professional person or over the age of 25. Each 
referee should know the child personally and should be: • not related to the child • not related to the 
other referee • not acting as a solicitor or agent in connection with this application • not employed by 
the Home Office We will not accept a referee who has been convicted of an imprisonable offence 
4 You can order a copy of an UK birth certificate online or by visiting the Register Office where you 
were born: https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/default.asp 
5 See payment form and fee  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fees-for-citizenship-applications 
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CHECKLIST Section 4G 
(registration of child/adult born out of wedlock to British fathers before 1/7/2006) 

 

PRCBC, revised October 2021 
 

  

B) Information to bring to appointment with PRCBC solicitor  
Full contact details of any professionals involved (School(s), GP, 
Hospital, Social Worker) 

 

Parent(s) full name and current address if parents are not living with the 
child/adult 

 

 

C) List of important dates and other information  
Dates and addresses of where child /adult has lived in the last 5 years   
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